
                                           Learning Disorders and College Bound Students 

With a greater emphasis on education and a greater understanding of the processes of 
learning, the general population has become aware of the need to understand the impact of  
learning disorders on students, parents and teachers.   
 
The following information has been prepared by Families and Advocates Partnership for 
Education (FAPE),  FAPE Coordinating Office: PACER Center, Inc. 8161 Normandale Blvd, 
Bloomington, MN 55437, 952-838-9000 voice ~ 952-838-0190 TTY ~ 952-838-0199 fax ~ 1-888-248-
0822 toll-free  Web site: www.fape.org ~ E-mail: fape@pacer.org and has been reprinted with 
permission from the PACER
 
More and more students with learning 
disabilities are enrolling in college and 
universities. And more and more higher 
education institutions are offering 
support programs for students with LD. 
Here we’ve assembled information to 
assist in the planning and selection 
process, plus lots of advice on creating 
a successful post-secondary education 
experience. 
 
Top articles 
 
• Creating Options: 2007 Financial Aid 

for Individuals with Disabilities  
• College Planning for Students with 

Learning Disabilities  
• Selecting A College for Students with 

Learning Disabilities or Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder  

 
FAQ’s 
 
Are there certain colleges that 
accommodate students with LD 
or ADHD? 
 
There are many options available 
to individuals with learning 
disabilities who are interested in 
attending college. Most colleges 
and universities have some type of 
services available to students with 
learning disabilities. Some colleges, 

moreover, have made it their sole 
mission to educate individuals with 
learning disabilities. These colleges 
include Landmark College (VT), 
Beacon College (FL), and Mitchell 
College (CT). 
 
In addition, there are many 
colleges that not only accept 
students with learning disabilities, 
but have programs within their 
colleges specifically for students 
with learning disabilities. Many of 
the programs have separate 
admissions procedures and 
qualifications for entrance as well 
as structured support systems. 
 
The University of Virginia's Curry 
School of Education hosts a very 
helpful website with information on 
post-secondary schools 
accommodating special needs 
students. It lists some colleges and 
universities as well as relevant 
articles. After checking out the 
other pages, go to the Instant 
Access Treasure Chest for even 
more resources. 
 
Collegeboard.com is a site for 
those seeking colleges that match 
their needs and desires. Go to 
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College Search, and fill out the 
survey, marking that learning 
disabilities services are needed. 
 
You may also find the following 
books helpful: 
 
• Peterson's Colleges with Programs for 

Students with Learning Disabilities or 
Attention Deficit Disorders  

• The K&W Guide to Colleges for 
Students with Learning Disabilities or 
Attention Deficit Disorder  

• Colleges That Change Lives: 40 
Schools You Should Know About Even 
If You're Not a Straight-A Student  

• College and Career Success for 
Students With Learning Disabilities 

Finally, you may wish to contact 
the agencies below. Their sole 
mission is to provide information to 
students with disabilities and their 
families on obtaining a post 
secondary education: 
 
• Association on Higher Education and 

Disability (AHEAD)  

• HEATH Resource Center  

 

 What rights do I have as a 
college student with learning 
disabilities? 
 
Four federal laws impact 
postsecondary education for 
learning disabled students in the 
Unites States: the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 

and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
The following websites will give you 
up-to-date, accurate information 
regarding these laws: 
 
• Association on Higher Education and 

Disability (AHEAD)  

• Wrightslaw  

 

Can my student receive 
modifications and use assistive 
technology during the SAT? 
 
ETS, the publisher of the SAT, 
offers many options for its test-
takers, but the process for getting 
approval takes seven weeks at the 
minimum. In most cases, the 
evaluation and diagnostic testing 
documentation needs to have been 
completed within 5 years of the 
request for modifications. 
 
Your child may request to use AT 
for his documented disability. Note 
that there are no additional fees for 
any testing modifications. 
 
For more information on the 
documentation criteria, please visit 
Services for Students with 
Disabilities (College Board). You 
can also contact ETS Disability 
Services directly at 1-866-387-
8602. 
 
Also, there are several online 
practice sites where your child can 
gain practice and familiarity with 
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the computer-based test format. 
Check out the practice sections and 
tests at:  
 
• CollegeBoard.com  

• Princeton Review  

• Peterson's  

 
Related areas 
 
• Transition: School to Work  
• Adults with LD  
• Evaluation / LD Testing  
• Accommodations & Modifications 

 
Recommended books 

 
• Colleges That Change Lives: 40 

Schools You Should Know About 
Even If You're Not a Straight-A 
Student  

• Colleges for Students with Learning 
Disibilities and ADD  

• K&W Guide to Colleges for Students 
with Learning Disabilities  

 
Recommended links 
 
• HEATH Resource Center  
• Peterson's Planner  
• Association on Higher Education and 

Disability 
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