Sylvan ACT Prep Frequently Asked Questions

· What is the Sylvan ACT Prep program?

The Sylvan ACT Prep program is a 27 hour program, with five 2-hour math/science lessons, five 2-hour English/reading lessons, and two 3-and-a-half hour diagnostics.  The initial diagnostic test allows us to pinpoint a student’s individual strengths and weaknesses and personalize their program.  

· What is the typical class size?

All of the instruction is done in teams of just four to eight students opposed to the typical classes offered by other programs that are two or three times as large.  The lessons are spread out over an ideal 7 week period before the test date in order to peak a student for the test.

· What is the cost?

The cost is $739.00.  That includes the entire 27-hour program, all course materials and two diagnostic tests.  Flexible payment options are available if needed.

· What is your average score increase?

We have found that students generally can raise their scores anywhere from 1 to 5 points.  That means we work with students who improve their scores anywhere from 3 - 5 points, which is not uncommon because of Sylvan ACT Prep’s highly personalized approach and state of the art course materials.  But, we also have students who do no homework, no diagnostics, and make no effort, and consequently see no substantial increase at all.  A student’s effort is the largest factor in the amount they can raise their scores.

· Is your program more academic or strategy based?

Both - we try to address some of the academic content on the test, like math, grammar, reading, and science reasoning, but we also stress the strategies and techniques that will help students solve some of the most challenging questions.  Strategies are a great way to better understand the unique thinking of the test writers and get as many correct answers as possible in the most time-efficient manner.  But the fact remains that the ACT is more of an academic-based test than a strategy-based one, so we will concentrate on the specific academic areas that are on the test.  A student could find volumes of information on grammar, for example, but we will teach him or her only the grammar rules that are tested on the ACT.

· When is the best time to take the ACT?

Generally, students will take their first ACT in the spring of junior year and then take it again in the fall of senior year.  It is best to start preparing the beginning of junior year instead of waiting to the last moment.  

· How is Sylvan ACT Prep different from Princeton Review and Kaplan?

Princeton Review and Kaplan usually work with about 15 (Princeton Review) to 20 (Kaplan) students at a time.  Their instructors teach to the general skill level of the larger class.  Some students enjoy working in these larger classes and have the ability to extract the information necessary to meet their needs while filtering out the information that is not pertinent to their needs, and therefore can do well.  The students who take our program are the ones who enjoy a more personalized approach where we can address some of their individual needs.  At Sylvan, we know that many large-class prep courses exist, so we want to offer something different that would be geared more to the individual’s needs.  That’s why all of our classes have only 4 to 8 students.  Because Sylvan ACT Prep’s programs feature small group lessons, we are able to focus on the particular strengths and weaknesses of each and every student in a way that would not be possible in a large classroom-based program.

Motivation and Encouragement:  At Sylvan, our instructors teach students strategies and skills in a context of encouragement and positive reinforcement.  A student’s anxiety is reduced as they learn exactly what kinds of questions to expect on the test, strategies they can use to tackle each type of question, and as they practice applying these skills on full-length practice tests.

· Who are the instructors?

Sylvan instructors are certified teachers/instructors with years of experience.  In fact, we have had the same ACT instructors at this location since 2006.

